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The 11-month Oral Status Seminar
The purpose of the seminar is to improve the evaluation of the first 11 months of the PhD study and the 11 months update of the PhD plan. The seminar is moreover an opportunity for the PhD student to present to a broader audience of colleagues the results obtained so far and the ideas for the future research.
The oral status seminar takes place immediately after 11 months of study with an audience including supervisor and co-supervisor(s), a discussant (see below) as well as possibly (optional) the head of the doctoral programme and/or the section's PhD representative, if one exists. The seminar is public and should be announced accordingly. The 11-month update to the PhD plan is forwarded to the discussant no later than two weeks before the status seminar. The discussant must review the plan carefully before the seminar.
At the seminar the PhD student has 45 minutes to present the 11-months update to the PhD plan. The presentation must cover current state-of-the-art in the field, how the study has been carried out the first 11 months, and how the progress measures up to the objectives stated in the 2 months PhD plan. Future plans with regard to a timeline, courses, research and an external research stay must next be addressed. The presentation must put special emphasis on research plans, how the project expands state-of-the-art and the resulting publications. After the presentation the discussant takes over and leads the discussion of the PhD plan, with the participation of all persons present. The discussion should address
· Results obtained in the first year
· Cooperation with supervisor
· Plans for future research and publications (scientific level and feasibility)
· Plan for stay abroad/external collaboration (relevance scientifically and for the development of the PhD student)
· Plan for PhD courses (relevance and coverage in terms of specific and general)
The PhD student takes notes regarding comments and suggestions during the discussion. The status seminar should not last longer than 1.5 hours.
After the status seminar, the student writes a summary of the comments and suggestions given at the seminar (using the template provided) and sends the summary to the discussant for review. The student finally updates the PhD plan according to the reviewed summary and uploads the plan INCLUDING the summary from the status seminar as one merged document.
Discussant: A discussant is appointed by the head of the doctoral programme possibly based on a recommendation from the supervisor. The discussant must have experience with PhD supervision.
Follow-up:  Based on the updated PhD plan and possibly consultations with the discussant, the PhD student and/or the supervisor, the programme head decides whether to approve the updated PhD plan.
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