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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
SHAPE LAB 

PROGRAM AT AAU INNOVATE
Fall 2026 Cohort 

Please fill out the form in either English or Danish 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name: 

T i t le : 

AAU E-mai l : 

Phone:

Gender:

Nationality:

AAU employee number:

Ins t i tu te : 

Facul ty : 

VBN Prof i le : 

Employment  s ta tus: 

Employment  end date ( i f  appl icab le) : 

Research Area: 

VISION & VALUE CREATION 
Motivat ion 
Why do you want  to  jo in  SHAPE LAB? 
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Relevant SDGs 
Which Susta inable Development  Goals  wi l l  your  work  address? 1 (c i rc le  appl icab le ones) 

00. The idea is  not  l inked to any of  the SDGs
01. No pover ty
02. Zero hunger
03. Good heal th  and Wel l -Being
04. Qual i ty  Educat ion
05. Gender Equal i ty
06. Clean water  and Sani ta t ion
07. Af fordable and Clean Energy
08. Decent  Work and Economic Growth
09. Indust ry ,  Innovat ion and inf rast ructure
10. Reduced Inequal i t ies
11. Susta inable Ci t ies and Communi t ies
12. Respons ib le  Consumpt ion and Product ion
13. Cl imate Act ion
14. L i fe  be low Water
15. L i fe  on Land
16. Peace,  Just ice and St rong Ins t i tu t ions
17. Par tnersh ips

Learning goals 
What do you hope to  learn or  ach ieve through the program? 

Future plans 
Do you intend to cont inue work ing wi th  your  idea/ innovat ion af terward? How? 

1 We wish  to  unders tand  the  soc ie ta l  f ocus  o f  your  p ro jec t  and  he lp  AAU document  i t s  b roader  impac t .  

https://www.globalgoals.org/
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PROBLEM & IDEA 

Societa l  chal lenge 
Which chal lenge(s)  do you a im to  explore or  so lve? 

Idea descript ion 
Br ie f ly  descr ibe the idea(s)  you want  to  develop and explore: 

Landscape 
Do others work on someth ing s imi lar? How wi l l  you d i f fer? 

Success cr i ter ia  
For  you dur ing the three ‑month program: 

For  soc ie ty  once implemented:  

Research foundat ion 
Which par ts  o f  your  research does the idea bu i ld  on? 

PARTNERS 

External  business partners 
Do you (p lan to)  co l laborate wi th  bus inesses? How? 

External  research partners 
Do you (p lan to)  co l laborate wi th  researchers? How? 

Ideal  mentor 
Picture your  ideal  mentor  for  the bus iness par t  o f  th is  pro ject  – who would that  be /  what  
sk i l ls  would that  person have? 



4  

SIGNATURES 
By  s ign ing  be low,  the  appl icant  con f i rms :  
- Tha t  a l l  i n fo rmat ion  p rov ided  in  th is  Express ion  o f  In te res t  i s  accura te

and  comple te ,  i nc lud ing  de ta i l s  regard ing  the i r  employment  s ta tus and
contract  per iod .

- The  app l i can t  unders tands  tha t  any  i nco r rec t  o r  i ncomp le te  i n fo rmat ion
may  a f fec t  the i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  fo r  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  SHAPE LAB.

- The  app l i can t  fu r the r  con f i rms  tha t  i f  they  ho ld  an  ac t ive  Danish
bus iness  regis t ra t ion  number  (CVR) ,  t he i r  SHAPE LAB idea  and a l l  t ime
spent  i n  the  p rog ram wi l l  not  be  used for ,  der ived  f rom,  or  conducted
on beha l f  o f  tha t  bus iness .

Appl icant ’s  s ignature 

By  s ign ing  be low,  the  Head of  Ins t i tu te  acknowledges  tha t :  
- They  approve the  app l i can t ’ s  pa r t i c i pa t ion  in  the  SHAPE LAB p rogram,

should  the  appl icant  be  se lec ted ,  i nc lud ing  approva l  fo r  the  app l i can t
to  be  bought  out  for  up  to  one  (1 )  day  per  week  fo r  the  fu l l  dura t i on  o f
the  p rog ram (Sep tember  th rough  November  2026) .

Head of  Ins t i tu te ’s  s ignature 

Please email your application to shape@aau.dk no later than 30 April 2026 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Letters of submission/rejection: 15 May 2026 

SHAPE LAB kickoff: TBA, early September 2026 

mailto:shape@aau.dk
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 

APPLICANT’S EMPLOYMENT 

- ho ld  a  PhD
- have an  employment contract /agreement  wi th AAU that  ex tends at

least  one year  beyond the end of  the program. 
- be employed at  an ins t i tu te wi th in the Faculty of  Social  Science and

Humanit ies  (SSH) 
- have a min imum employment  leve l  that  includes research

responsibi l i t ies  

APPLICANT’S PROJECT IDEA 

- s tem fu l ly  or  par t ia l ly  f rom the appl icant ’s  research
- address a c lear  societal  chal lenge
- have the potential  to contr ibute to  posit ive change / impact  for  the

planet ,  soc ie ty,  or  a larger  group of  ind iv iduals.  
- bu i ld  on ex is t ing research but  focus on exploring the

external /appl icat ion potentia l  of  that  research 
- be innovative  – e.g .  th is  could inc lude a new method and process,  a

changed system perspect ive,  someth ing new for  a  spec i f ic  target  
group,  or  a new product  or  serv ice.  

APPLICANT’S MOTIVATION AND VISION 
- potent ia l  to ac t  as  an SSH ambassador for innovat ion  w i th in  the i r

ins t i tu te.
- an understanding of  how research can contribute to  societal

change ,  ra ther  than a st r ic t  requi rement  for  a personal  ambi t ion to
“change socie ty”

- concrete steps for  how ideas could be t rans la ted in to rea l  wor ld
appl icat ion

APPLICANT’S PARTNER(S) 
- the number  and qual i ty  o f  internal  and external  partnerships .
- diversi ty  in  par tner  types and perspect ives.

SHAPE LAB COHORT 
- a  diverse group  o f  SSH researchers  across ins t i tu tes
- s t rong potent ia l  for  posi t ive team dynamics  and synergy
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