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U.S. History & Human Rights 

 

1. Read the U.S. Declaration of Independence (1776) and the American Bill of Rights 
 (1791) 
 
Question for short class discussion or short written essay: Do you see these documents as 
embodying or articulating human rights concepts? 
 

2. Now read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

Follow up discussion or written essay question: how do the U.S. documents compare to the 
UN document, and does reading the UN document affect the degree to which you see the U.S. 
document as representing human rights concepts? 

 

American Administrations & Human Rights 

 

1. Listen to three podcasts from American media regarding the Obama (12 min 13 sec), Biden (30 min 
50 sec) & Trump (36 min 32 sec) administrations and their relations with human rights. 
 
Questions for class discussion or short written essay:  
a. What do the experts in these podcasts say about the Obama, Biden and Trump 

administrations relations with human rights? 
b. Was there anything that surprised you about their analyses? 
c. In light of what you heard, what strikes you as the key similarities or differences between 

the administrations? 

 

A Trump View of Human Rights? 

 

1. Human rights have been part of the culture wars in the United States. At the end of the first 
Trump Administration, his Department of State commissioned a report on inalienable rights. 
Trump himself also addressed human rights in one of his speeches to the UN. Read about 
those here and here. 

 

https://www.aau.dk/samarbejde/tilbud-til-gymnasier/aau-play/
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.wbez.org/shows/worldview/obamas-legacy-human-rights/add4a364-8cf8-46be-8c3c-fbd8b3a62532
https://globalaffairs.org/commentary-and-analysis/podcasts/bidens-human-rights-promises-rhetoric-or-real
https://one.npr.org/?sharedMediaId=nx-s1-5372334:g-s1-62113
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/16/mike-pompeo-human-rights-hierarchy-366627
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-74th-session-united-nations-general-assembly/
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Four Questions: 
1. What was The New York Times’ “1619 Project”? 
2. What rights has the Trump Administration said it is prioritizing? 
3. What does the Trump Administration say about human rights fit into its view of 

international affairs? 
4. What sense do you make of the Trump Administration’s view of human rights? 

 

https://www.aau.dk/samarbejde/tilbud-til-gymnasier/aau-play/

